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Dramatis Personae

Leila [mezzo-soprano], 65, diagnosed the day before with early-stage dementia.

Mira [soprano], Leila’s daughter, 33, a rising star in the State Department; she has not seen her
mother or brother for a long time.

Nate [baritone], Leila’s son, 28, lives in the same city as Leila, but not with her.
Instrumentation

Violin
Cello
Piano

Duration
18 % minutes
Setting

A pleasant living room just before sunset on a Saturday evening. A table stands near a china
cabinet holding the ritual objects of Havdalah—a ceremonial wine cup, a filigreed spice box, and
a braided candle lying on a plate. On the windowsill are silver candlesticks with tangled rivulets
of hardened wax from the Sabbath candles lit the night before.

A Note on the Havdalah Ceremony

Havdalah is performed at the end of the Jewish Sabbath every Saturday evening after the third
star appears in the sky. It is a liminal ritual, combining the holiness of the departing Sabbath
with the physicality and struggle of the ensuing six days. The function of Havdalah is to mitigate
the loss of Sabbath holiness with reminders of the God-given pleasure of the five senses.

The Havdalah ceremony consists of four prayers, each followed by a ritualized sensory
experience. After the first prayer, celebrants pass a wine cup from hand to hand (touch) and sip
from it (taste). After the second, they take turns inhaling the fragrance from a spice box (smell).
After the third, the Havdalah candle is lit, a delicate braid of two or more thin candles,
symbolizing the complexity of ordinary life (as opposed to the clarity and purity of the Sabbath,
symbolized by the two large candles lit on Friday night). Havdalah celebrants draw near the
braided candle to observe its holy light reflecting off their fingernails (sight). And after the
fourth and final prayer, the candle is doused with wine to produce a sizzling sound (hearing), at
which point the Sabbath is over and everyday life has returned.



Program note

The scene has been repeated every Saturday at sunset since Leila’s children were tiny: the wine
cup placed beside the filigreed spice box, a braided candle waiting to be lit, family members
gathering to enact a ritual as familiar as breathing...until a few years ago. Then things changed,
and Leila has been left to celebrate Havdalah on her own. But things have changed again.
Yesterday the doctor said she had Alzheimer’s, and her children have rushed home to be with her
for Havdalah.

It is a fitting ceremony. Tonight, there are two Leila’s in the living room: her old self and a
stranger she fears will overtake her. Havdalah, likewise, is a hinge across two incompatible
realities: the rapture of the departing Sabbath and the mundane struggle of the workweek ahead.
Havdalah’s rituals reconcile observants to the loss of holiness with the God-given pleasures of
the senses, which infiltrate the everyday like the holy light of the braided candle reflected on
their rough fingernails. Caught up in the beauty of this vision, Leila wants Havdalah to go on
forever.



IPA pronunciation guide for certain words

Shabbat = [a'bat
Havdalah = hav'da:la
Mireleh = 'migalo
Yarmulke = ‘jamoko

IPA pronunciation guide for Hebrew transliteration used in the score

a=a
e=¢
i=1i
0=0
u=0o
ai= I
el = eI
‘=2
ch=y

Havdalah prayers with English and IPA transliterations

Blessing over the wine:

1230 19 K12 ,071V0 70 12R7R L DRR 2.
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, borei p'ri hagafen.
ba'ruy a'ta adov 'nar elov hemu meley ha:ouv 'lam bou ‘rer pa i ha'gafon

Blessing over the spices:

D'AY "' K207V AN 17N L DR 2
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, borei minei v'samim.
ba'ruy a'ta adouv nar elov hemu meley ha:ouv'lam bou rer mi'ner vosa' mim

Blessing over the flame:

WND MINQ RYID,07IV0 7R TR, DRR QN
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, borei m'orei ha-esh
ba'ruy a’ta adov nar elov hemu meley ha:ouv'lam bou 'rer ma:ouv et ha'etf

Blessing of separation:
Di* '2,0MmYY7 7R 2 ,QYNT 1K 2,70 YT 12 770 ,071v0 370 10y, DR N2
2IN7 UTp 2 71200 .1 DRR N2 APy M NYYY W

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam,
hamavdil bein kodesh l'chol, bein or l'choshech,
bein Yisrael laamim,

bein yom hash'vi-i l'sheishet y'mei hamaaseh.
Baruch atah Adonai, hamavdil bein kodesh l'chol.

ba'ruy a'ta adov 'nar elov hemu meley ha:ov'lam
hamav'dil bem "kouvdef o houl bem ovk 1o hovfey
bern jisga el la:amim

bem joom hafvi?i 1o fe1fet jo'mer hama:aser

ba'ruy a'ta adov 'nar hamav'dil bem "kouvdef Is hovl
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[Leila is standing by the window, running her fingers over the tangled wax on the candlesticks,

as Nate takes pains to smooth out a lace cloth over the table.]
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[The window is dark; again Nate checks his
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167 f p [Leila is visibly hurt and Nate is furious.]
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[Nate pours wine into the cup and they sing the first

Havdalah blessing:]
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[trying to lighten the mood.:]
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[Naughtily, she takes an extra sip, then walks over to the

table and sets the cup down, counting her steps as she goes:]
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[Hastily picking up the spice box from
the table and handing it to Leila:]
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[During Leila's aria, all three ritualistically stare at their fingernails
to catch sight of the light of the braided candle reflecting off them.]
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[Mira checks her watch and looks anxiously at Nate. The two begin the final, long

g0 Hebrew prayer as Leila wanders over to the mirror and sings over them in English,
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[Headlights flash in the window and Mira signals to the car

outside to wait a moment.]

A Braided Light

120)

faster (J

rall.

| 4

rit.
=
L

€

Q]

—~— T
2

At the

tin-gle.

qg

cup My fin - ger-tips

A

66 rapturous
66 rapturous

L1

Lord, At the touch of the wine

poco sul tasto

J

rp

L) S

molto

rit.  molto
pp

rit.

H a8 u
0 agt
o gt

[fanY

P A Pl B

y 4%

P A Pl B

y 4%

[oblivious to everything but the uplift of Havdalah:]

413

— x|
Q| S B
Il
—s 4] |
N’
v S
. g Wl “
w Xx
onr S Ao L o
L] AL
i v
B |l & (U
R o Ael]
>~ > |
O o] 2 L B -9 N
I > > = xx
N N .
) H o At Q AQ
iy XX
- = p=e = =
B, B, B, 3
s v o v s o vs N s v e
E=o = o = -
= B= R Y R
= v v i vi v AN s vi va
2 N N N 2N G\
X ) ) AN
N—N T —

Mira

Nate

Vin.
Vc.

Pno.
Leila
Vin.

Pno.

Y

)
0wt

w1
F ket

o)
7

o)




A Braided Light

54

rall.

418

q/
2 e
-
<
|
3 o
S ) W
s A
P
[
=
2
7
1
Prami
.
Bl =
]
-
L ' 1L
Lo >
L=
o Q L
LR o
>
Q L
LE: »
LRS!
et .
AJ:
B= |
]
=
—
o}
£ L
2]
8
E == E=s == E=s
R2 B B -y
3 pLw pLn e pLw pLn e
B= o p= o p=
A= Ras R RE
X X piw X piw e
< =NE 9 N &
> ) {
NN— S
- : . .
—_— [=] (&} Q
= k= g
& > > &

rall.

>
p= it
—_ Un
E . s fmJ
£
'
@ il (
LB ] Q|
= 2 =
| | 7 m e .LV\
x|
wSVJ ﬁ N v /.'H_
= |
= ~
it L]
[} L1
]
- S
[ (1] o @]
w
- ]
- o
(.
A W
=
1
(]
) [
i 1
A W H
-
]
0TS
i 1
[}
)
1
- |
L w0
5 ﬁ i
[}
Q ||
(=
s o
| 0
Wo 1 1
& &
XX == - -
R= Iy R
s va v TN ™
XX = = XX
E=+ E== E= 3
= v v e v vd m v v v vd
C IXE AN NG G
~ ~
N— S —
< ) ) )
—_— [=] o o
m _— V =]
st > ~

£ N b
M ~
—~ 1 i - e
H [19-
v e
. ool i \ i) \
L . L) o
AN I
I [
. i
= L
: Ly
% e
£ e o
> [ T
£ _ﬁ . \d
S, e L}
O
o0 [ 1]
£ ﬁ
w ||
= &
2 i
o]
- 1l v I
2 MR I8
9]
S
b R
5
= Ll . W\
y (W)
o o \
g
g 2 v
e ot S
E=e = =
! o at T
- == X E =
R= B= e
s vi v = v v i vi 14
SN N NG N
=~ ) ~
e Y=

Vin.

Ve.

Pno.



55

But in Hav-

rall.

Night.

gel of

A Braided Light

Lord:

a tempo

"8
Lei - la,

430

rall.
|
[ ]

S =mp

T8N

\
[ ]

[ ]

430

Neo )
il
In the
T e
—
1

| —

self

rit.
my

‘J\/-\H

=
know

q

o @
And

@

o

[T

>

q

lah T_ count the stars

rit.

A >\~

/e

a tempo

T gt
o At
P

5

2 S
) wptte 1
L
-
bl

7

.0
o apttEd 1

oJ
ra
Y 48
ra

Leila

Vin.

Ve.

ul

T A

MTTTRIA

[TTTeIA

®IA

[TTeIA

TeIA

-

[7]

LN
%v

L

. 4
. 2

e
il = T

SV

o).
7

)

434

%

Pno.
Vin.

Ve.

Pno.

v



*

—1

plaintive
a tempo
plaintive
a tempo

J\

light.

p

A Braided Light

Of Your
1 >

beau - ty
He?

ey

ed

rit.
rit.

A
]

>

a tempo
a tempo

braid

W
I

E.8
P A Pl B
w0
P A Pl
o= 2Vl
. L
w1
wpte 1

)
)
532

56
438

ho i _ IVl

Vin.
Pno.

Leila

FINE
douse candle in
FINE

wine cup

Q

—
I I |

1/
™y
F * v

cup. We hear a sizzling sound as the flame flickers and goes out. The three are left

[Stealing himself, Nate douses the braided candle with the wine left in the ceremonial
standing in the darkness.]

—
I I |

(non-rit.)
(non-rit.)

nai.
nai.
nai.

O

A-do
A-do
A-do

Ba-ruch a - tah
Ba-ruch a - tah
Ba-ruch a - tah

I,
w0
)ty @
il 2V
" A" I\t s

T gt

7

)

~ )

442

A
]

Vin.

Nate

Mira

I

IAY

o o

N\

.o

[T

Ho s

S
=1

~

;L
B "
wpttE 1
g apt
P A Pl B
;L
.
wpttE 1

)
)
7
)
)

3

Ve.
Pno.



	A Braided Light full score cover pages.pdf
	A Braided Light full score.pdf
	A Braided Light full score cover pages.pdf
	A Braided Light full score - Score.pdf




